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CLIMATE

The climate is of a modified continental type, with long winters
which increase in severity toward the north and east. With the ex-
ception of those on the exposed western coast, the harbors are frozen
from three to four months each year, and the rivers are obstructed for
an even longer period. Ventspils (Windau) and Liepaja are so situated
as to be most exposed to the Atlantic winds, and are consequently least
handicapped by ice. Rainfall varies from, 19 to 25 inches, and falls
mostly during August and September. This light rainfall is ample for
agricultural needs and for forests, as the soil is of a type which re-
tains the moisture. In general, the climate is of a type which is suit-
able for hardy grains and forage crops, and it favors the growth of
timber.

RELIEF

The new Baltic States occupy a portion of the European plain, and
the relief resembles that of the coastal areas of Germany and Poland.
The country is generally flat, although it is occasionally broken by
morainic hills which attain a maximum elevation of some 1000 feet
in the Baltic Ridges. The whole territory has been intensively glaci-
ated, with the result that lakes, peat bogs, and stretches of barren
ground are common. Glacial action has also resulted in a varied soil,
much of which is of low fertility. The rivers have cut deeply into the
plain, but although they are numerous, ice and frequent sand bars
render them largely unsuitable for transporting anything except log
rafts. The coast is of a low, sandy, lagoon type which contains few de-
sirable harbors. The two eastern projections of the Baltic in the
Gulf of Finland and the Gulf of Riga are also handicapped by the
fact that there ice forms a more serious obstruction than on the
open Baltic.

AGRICULTURE

The great majority of the population of the new Baltic States are
peasant farmers. Prior to 1920 they were, for the most part, tenants on
the large estates held by the German and Russian landowners. After
their formation, the new states quickly nationalized the large holdings
and divided the land among the peasants.